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FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

Fr. Constancio Consulta

The Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, celebrated every year on
August 15, commemorates the death of Mary and her bodily assumption into heaven,
before her body could begin to decay. The Assumption was not always an official
dogma of the Roman Catholic Church — not until Pope Pius XII ruled it so in 1950.
Because it signifies the Blessed Virgin's passing into eternal life, it is the most
important of all Marian feasts and to many countries it is a Holy Day of Obligation. If it
falls on a Monday or a Saturday, the obligation to attend Mass is abrogated.

Assumption Day is even a public holiday in several countries such as Austria,
Belgium, Chile, Croatia, France, parts of Germany, Guatemala, Greece, Italy, Poland,

Portugal, Slovenia, Spain and Switzerland.

Assumption Day commemorates the belief that when Mary, the mother of Jesus
Christ, died, her body was not subjected to the usual process of physical decay but
was “assumed” into heaven and reunited there with her soul. The assumption of Mary
illustrates how important to God is the entire human person, body as well as soul. We
may assume that Mary is so extraordinary, so we may wonder whether we ordinary
people can really share in a privilege like her own. Mary is a sign of hope that we will
share in the resurrection of Christ. To put it simply: of course Christ was raised from
the dead; he is divine. But what about us? Mary, though sinless, is a human person;
she is not divine. And yet God the Father was pleased to raise her from the dead. The
truth, the Church assures us, contains the comforting promise that God will raise us

too.

In the Assumption of his Mother, Our Lord has demonstrated his fidelity to his
promise. Her privilege is “the highest fruit of the Redemption” and “our consoling
assurance of the coming of our final hope — the glorification which is Christ’s.” (From
the Enchiridion on Indulgences.) The Blessed Virgin Mary is the most perfect example of
Christian perseverance, but she is also our advocate in heaven where she is crowned
Queen of Heaven and Earth, which we will celebrate on August 22. May it be clear to
us that the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary reminds us /c\)f our own destiny.

Happy Feast Day to all! el T
L
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