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THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Fr. Constancio Consulta

Every August 15" of the year, we celebrate the Feast of the Assumption. The
Assumption is the oldest feast day of Our Lady. The origin was practically lost when the
emperor that time, Emperor Hadrian, obliterated every memory of Jesus in the sacred city,
the site which was made holy by Jesus’ life, death and Resurrection. When the sacred sites
began to be restored, the memories of the life of Our Lord began to be celebrated. One of
the memories about his mother centered around the “Tomb of Mary,” close to Mount Zion,
where the early Christian community had lived. On the hill itself was the “Place of Dormition,”
the spot of Mary’s “falling asleep,” where she died. The “Tomb of Mary” was where she was
buried. In the seventh century, it began to be celebrated in Rome under the title of the “Falling
Asleep” of the Mother of God. Soon the name was changed to the “Assumption of Mary,”
since there was more to the feast than her dying. On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XIlI
defined the dogma of the Assumption. It was solemnly proclaimed that the belief whereby the
Blessed Virgin Mary, at the close of her earthly life, was taken up, body and soul, into the
glory of heaven, definitively forms part of the deposit of faith, received from the apostles.

All the feast days of Mary mark the great mysteries of her life and her part in the work
of redemption. The Assumption completes God’s work in her since it was not fitting that the
flesh that had given life to God himself, should every undergo corruption. The Assumption is
God’s crowning of His work as Mary ends her earthly life and enters eternity. The feast turns
our eyes in that direction, where we will follow when our earthly life is over. The feast days of
the Church are not just the commemoration of historical events; they do not look only to the
past. They look to the present and to the future and give us an insight into our own relationship
with God. The Assumption looks to eternity and gives us hope that we, too, will follow Our
Lady when our life is ended.

By Mary’s Assumption she has not disappeared from us, she has only assumed a
new and more powerful way of being present with us. From where she is, Mary continues to
help us in our own day-to-day struggle until we reach heaven. We only need to call out to her
for help. May this ancient prayer be ours: “Remember O most loving Mary, that it is unheard
of, that anyone who have recourse to your protection, implored your help, or sought your
intercession, was left forsaken. Filled therefore with confidence in your goodness, | fly to you,
O Mother of virgins. To you | come, before you | stand, a sorrowful sinner. Do not despise
my poor words, O Mother of the Word of God, but graciously hear and grant my prayer.”
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