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CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS IN THE MIDST OF CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
7;%?’&11\ Fr. Constancio Consulta
Sz

There are numerous people who are apprehensive whether we will even be able to
celebrate Christmas this year. Since the current calendar year has been marked by a
catastrophic pandemic, we are living through a period of deep disruption, disconnection,
alienation, and a lot of pain, fear and anxiety. It is so devastating as many lives of dear
ones have been lost, and still being lost every day. The people and other things we hold
most dear have been separated from us and the normal order of life has been utterly
upended/overturned. And, our hearts are bursting with a most hopeful anticipation of a
new and better future. People seek and grab any glimmer of hope just to be out of this
present situation brought about by coronavirus pandemic.

This year we may miss out on many festivities we have been used to, but this does
not change the true meaning of Christmas, which is, Jesus has come to earth to bring
salvation to all of mankind. The main point of Christmas, the reason why all creation
will rejoice on that day, is not that another cute little baby is born but that God is with
us. We will see this baby with our physical eyes, but we can only see the presence of
God with the eyes of faith.

When we enter the season of Advent, it gives us the opportunity to begin anew
and to enter a deeper place of interior awareness. We not only continue to await the
second coming of the Lord, but we look forward to celebrating again the birth of the
Babe in Bethlehem over 2,000 years ago. More importantly we are preparing ourselves
to receive him more deeply into our hearts every day. Christ came and redeemed us
totally. This 1s a gracious gift; and to receive this we have to open our hearts to the light
of Christ. Three voices lead us on the way through Advent: Mary, John the Baptist, and
the prophet Isaiah.

On December 8, we joyfully celebrate the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception.
This feast not only tells us that Mary was free from sin from the moment of her
conception, but it gives us hope for our own ‘new birth’ and our victory over the powers
of darkness. John is the great herald who proclaims that the coming of the Messiah is
close by. He teaches us that the way to make ready the way of the Lord is through
humility, acknowledging God as God and ourselves as his creatures. The prophet Isaiah,
whose words we read through much of Advent, is the hopeful prophet who describes
the Messianic kingdom. The Messiah who is a descendant of David, will bring light into
our darkness and peace and justice into the world. His words help us to walk through
Advent with hope and expectation.

As we navigate this pandemic, may we remember the absolute tenderness and
perpetual closeness of God. In all chaos and fear, God is always close enough that we
can hear the divine whisper in our hearts. The coming Christ-Child is our consolation
and hope! The people that walk in darkness have seen a great light. Merry Christmas to
one and all.
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